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Appendix III: Access

WisDOT must reconstruct any entrance to property abutting a highway if there is a change in the
highway alignment affecting that entrance. If a new highway severs property, WisDOT must
provide an entrance to both parcels of land. The landowner is responsible for the maintenance
of these access points after construction is completed.

WisDOT has the authority to limit the number of access points to and from rural segments of the
state trunk system serving more than 2,000 vehicles per day. Access to a road or private
property may be taken away if WisDOT determines a need for access control. A controlled-
access highway is one where the entrance to and departure from the highway is limited Access
controls can be placed on a new or existing highway and WisDQOT can limit access by providing
a grade separation, service roads or closing access to an intersecting road. Additional access to
a controlled-access highway will not be provided without WisDOT's written permission. When a
controlled-access highway severs a parcel, WisDOT may provide a crossover point for the owner
to travel between the severed parcels. The access in these cases is removed when the parcels are

no longer owned by the same party.

The following specifications and statutes cited address some of the impacts which could
potentially occur during and after the proposed highway project. The statutes cited can be found
in full in the following: Orlan L. Prestegard (ed.), Wisconsin Statutes, State of Wisconsin,
1985-86. WisDOT's specifications can be found in Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge
Construction, State of Wisconsin, Department of Transportation, 1981. DATCP recommends
that farmland owners concerned about access should consult these texts for further information.

Section 86.05 of the Wisconsin Statutes states that access shall be provided to land
which abuts a highway:

"Whenever it is necessary, in making any highway improvement to cut or fill or
otherwise grade the highway in front of any entrance to abutting premises, a suitable entrance to
the premises shall be constructed as a part of the improvements, and if the premises are divided
by the highway, then one such entrance shall be constructed on each side of the highway.
Thereafter, each entrance shall be maintained by the owner of the premises. During the time the
highway is under construction, the state, county, city, village or town shall not be responsible for
any damage that may be sustained through the absence of an entrance to any such premises."

Section 84.25 of the Wisconsin Statutes describes access restrictions concerning a
controlled-access highway:
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(3)  CONSTRUCTION; OTHER POWERS OF DEPARTMENT. In order to provide
for the public safety, convenience and the general welfare, the department may use an existing
highway or provide new and additional facilities for a controlled-access highway and so design
the same and its appurtenances, and so regulate, restrict or prohibit access to or departure from it
as the department deems necessary or desirable. The department may eliminate intersections at
grade of controlled-access highways with existing highways or streets, by grade separation or
service road, or by closing off such roads and streets at the right-of~way boundary line of such
controlled-access highway and may divide and separate any controlled-access highway into
separate roadways or lanes by raised curbings, dividing sections or other physical separations or
by signs, markers, stripes or other suitable devices, and may execute any construction necessary
in the development of a controlled-access highway including service roads or separation of grade
structures.

(4) CONNECTIONS BY OTHER HIGHWAYS. After the establishment of any
controlled-access highway, no street or highway or private driveway, shall be opened into or
connected with any controlled-access highway without the previous consent and approval of the
department in writing, which shall be given only if the public interest shall be served thereby and
shall specify the terms and conditions on which such consent and approval is given.

(5) USE OF HIGHWAY. No person shall have any right of entrance upon or
departure from or travel across any controlled-access highway, or to or from abutting lands
except at places designated and provided for such purposes, and on such terms and conditions as
may be specified from time to time by the department.

(6) ABUTTING OWNERS. Afier the designation of a controlled-access highway,
the owners or occupants of abutting lands shall have no right or easement of access, by reason of
the fact that their property abuts on the controlled-access highway or for other reason, except
only the controlled right of access and of light, air or view.

(7) SPECIAL CROSSING PERMITS. Whenever property held under ownership is
severed by a controlled-access highway, the department may permit a crossing at a designated
location, to be used solely for travel between the severed parcels, and such use shall cease if such
parcels pass into separate ownership.
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Appendix IV: Drainage

Roads and railroad grades must be constructed and maintained so they do not impede the
general flow of surface water in an unreasonable manner. Roads and railroad grades must be
constructed with adequate difches, culverts and other facilities to maintain a practical drainage
pattern.

Section 88.87(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes describes regulations concerning rights of
drainage:

(a) "Whenever any county, town, city, village, railroad company or the department of
transportation has heretofore constructed and now maintains or hereafter constructs and
maintains any highway or railroad grade in or across any marsh, lowland, natural depression,
natura] watercourse, natural or man-made channel or drainage course, it shall not impede the
general flow of surface water or stream water in any unreasonable manner so as to cause either
an unnecessary accumulation of waters flooding or water-soaking lowlands. All such highways
and railroad grades shall be constructed with adequate ditches, culverts, and other facilities as
may be feasible, consonant with sound engineering practices, to the end of maintaining as far as
practicable the original flow lines of drainage. This paragraph does not apply to highways or
railroad grades used to hold and retain water for cranberry or conservation management
purposes.

(b) "Drainage rights and easements may be purchased or condemned by the public authority
or railroad company having control of the highway or railroad grade to aid in the prevention of
damage to property owners which might otherwise occur as a result of failure to comply with
par. (a).

) "If a city, village, town, county, or railroad company or the department of transportation
constructs and maintains a highway or railroad grade not in accordance with par. (a), any
property owner damaged by the highway or railroad grade may, within 3 years after the alleged
damage occurred, file a claim with the appropriate governmental agency or railroad company.
The claim shall consist of a sworn statement of the alleged faulty construction and a legal
description, sufficient to defermine the location of the lands, of the lands alleged to have been
damaged by flooding or water-soaking. Within 90 days after the filing of such claim, the
governmental agency or railroad company shall either correct the cause of the water damage,
acquire rights to use the land for drainage or overflow purposes, or deny the claim. If the agency
or company denies the claim or fails to take any action within 90-days after the filing of the
claim, the property owner may bring an action in inverse condemnation under ch. 32 or sue for
such other relief, other than damages, as may be just and equitable.”

WisDOT specification 205.3.2 further describes its policies concerning drainage:
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"During construction, the roadway, ditches and channels shall be maintained in a well
drained condition at all times by keeping the excavation areas and embankments sloped to the
approximate section of the ultimate earth grade. Blading or leveling operations will be required
when placing embankments and during the process of excavation except when such excavation is
in ledge rock or areas where leveling is not practical or necessary. If it is necessary, in the
prosecution of the work, to interrupt existing surface drainage, sewers, or underdrainage,
temporary drainage shall be provided until permanent drainage work is completed. The
construction of all temporary drainage installations shall be considered as incidental to the
construction of the work.

"Where Salvaged Topsoil is stored on the right-of-way during construction operations, it
shall be so stockpiled to preclude interference with or obstruction of surface drainage.

"The contractor shall be responsible for and shall take all reasonable and necessary
precautions to preserve and protect all existing tile drains, sewers, and other subsurface drains, or
parts thereof, which in the judgment of the engineer may be continued in service without change.
He shall repair at his own expense any and all damage to such facilities resulting from negligence
or carelessness on the part of his operations." '
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Appendix V: General Criteria for the Classification of Important Farmlands

The following discussion summarizes the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service's
written criteria for classifying farmlands, greater detail can be obtained from the Natural
Resouces Conservation Service office located at 6515 Watts Road, Suite 200, Madison, W1
53719-2726.

Prime Farmland

Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for
producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops, and is also available for these uses (the
land could be cropland, pastureland, rangeland, forest land, or other land, but not urban built-up
land or water). It has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed to
economically produce sustained high yields of crops when treated and managed, including water
management, according to acceptable farming methods. In general, prime farmlands have an
adequate and dependable water supply from precipitation or irrigation, a favorable temperature
and growing season, acceptable acidity or alkalinity, acceptable salt and sodium content, and few
or no rocks. They are permeable to water and air. Prime farmlands are not excessively erodible
or saturated with water for a long period of time, and they either do not flood frequently or are
protected from flooding.

Unique Farmland

Unique farmland is land other than prime farmland that is used for the production of specific
high value food and fiber crops. It has the special combination of soil quality, location, growing
season, and moisture supply needed to economically produce sustained high quality and/or high
yields of a specific crop when treated and managed according to acceptable farming methods.
Examples of such crops are citrus, tree nuts, olives, cranberries, fruit, and vegetables.

Additional Farmland of Statewide Importance

This is land, in addition to prime and unique farmland, that is of statewide importance for the
production of food, feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed crops. Criteria for defining and delineating
this land are to be determined by the appropriate state agency or agencies. Generally, additional
farmlands of statewide importance include those that are nearly prime farmland and that
economically produce high yields of crops when treated and managed according to acceptable
farming methods. Some may produce as high a yield as prime farmlands if conditions are
favorable. In some states, additional farmlands of statewide importance may include tracts of
land that have been designated for agriculture by state law.




.
Agricultural Impact Statement

Additional Farmland of Local Importance

In some local areas there is concern for certain additional farmland for the production of food,
feed, fiber, forage, and oilseed crops, even though these lands are not identified as having
national or statewide importance. Where appropriate, these lands are to be identified by the local
agency or agencies concerned. In places, additional farmlands of lacal importance may include
tracts of land that have been designated for agriculture by local ordinance.
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Appendix VI: NRCS Soil Capability Classes

The following discussion summarizes the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service's
written criteria for land capability classification, greater detail can be obtained from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service office located at 6515 Watts Road, Suite 200, Madison, W1
53719-2726.

Land suited to Cultivation and Other Uses:
Class I soils have few limitations that restrict their use.

Class 11 soils have some limitations that reduce the choice of plants or require moderate
conservation practices.

Class IH soils have severe limitations that reduce the choice of plants or require special
conservation practices, or both.

Class IV soils have very severe limitations that restrict the choice of plants , require very careful
management, or both.

Land Limited in Use-Generally Not Suited to Cultivation

Class V soils have little or no erosion hazard but have other limitations impractical to remove
that limit their use largely to pasture, range, woodland, or wildlife food and cover.

Class VI soils have severe limitations that make them generally unsuited to cultivation and limit
their use largely to pasture or range, woodland, or wildlife food and cover.

Class VH soils have very severe limitations that make them unsuited to cultivation and that
restrict their use largely to grazing, woodland, or wildlife.

Class VHI soils and landforms have limitations that preclude their use for commercial plant
production.

Soil Capability Subclasses

A subclass is a group of capability units within a class which has the dominant soil or climatic
limitations for agricultural use. Capability Class I has no subclasses. There are four subclasses,
designated by letter symbols and defined as follows:

e Erosion susceptibility is the dominant problem or hazard. Both erosion
susceptibility and past erosion damage are major soil factors for placement in this
subclass.
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Soil limitations within the rooting zone, such as shallowness of rooting zones,
stones, low moisture-holding capacity, low fertility that is difficult to correct, and
salinity or sodium, are dominant. :

Excess water is the dominant hazard or limitation. Poor soil drainage, wetness,
high water table, and overflow are the criteria for placing soils in this subclass.

Climate (temperature or lack of moisture) is the only major hazard or limitation.
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